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2. scenario’s 

‘We do it ourselves’ 



9 things to know about  

citizen’s initiatives 



What is it? 

• Local context 

• Citizens do it for and by themselves 

• Services about care and well-being 

• Reciprocity and engagement 

 

 

 



Why? 

• Withdraw of health 

care professionals  

Thinly populated 

area’s 

• Not satisfied with 

current health care 

• Stop anonimity  

Increase solidarity 

• Just for fun! 

 

 

 

 

 



How many? 

• July 2014: 77 

initiatives 

• January 2015: 102 

initiatives 

• High concentration  

   in the south  

• Amsterdam city 

neighbourhoods 

 

 

 

 

 



Old or new?  

• Community initiatives 

new phenomenon? 

• 1800 mostly 

charitable initiatives 

• 1900 health care 

system is 

institutionalizing 

• 2006 reformation, 

less professionals 

more participation 
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How to start?  

• Starts with an idea! 

• Meeting with community 

“what is the need?” 

• Bottom-up 

• Information exchange 

between initiatives 

 

 



How will it grow? 

• More and more members 

 based on actual 

needs  natural course 

• Initiatives are working 

together with formal 

care organizations or 

professionals. 

• Search for ways to co-

operate 

 

 

 



4. Further research 

• 2015 narrative research 

• Describe value of initiatives from 

different perspectives 

2 initiatives  

– Different roles /stakeholders  

– Related to initiative 

 

Conclusion: Growth and development are 

shared values 
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